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trated the souls of his hearers. He preached often in distant churches
besides his own, and sometimes thrice or five times on the same day.
All differences were referred to him, and he took care to reconcile the
parties. He built a house near his own for a hospital of the poor and sick;
he washed their feet, cleansed their ulcers, served them at table, and ate
himself only the scraps which they had left. He distributed his corn, or
the price for which he sold it, among the poor immediately after the
harvest. When a certain person endeavoured to persuade him to keep it
some months that he might sell it at a better price, he answered, " I know
not whether I shall be then alive to give it." Another time the same
person said to him, " I have gained a fifth by keeping my corn." " But
I," replied the saint, " a hundredfold by giving it immediately away."
On a certain occasion when he had only one loaf in his house he ordered
it to be given to the poor; but upon his vicar's complaint at this he gave
him one half of it and divided the other half among the poor, reserving
nothing for himself. Providence never failed him in his necessities.
During the Lent in 1303 he perceived his strength daily to decay; yet
far from abating anything in his austerities, he thought himself obliged
to redouble his fervour in proportion as he advanced nearer to eternity.
On the eve of the Ascension he preached to his people, said mass, being
upheld by two persons, and gave advice to all who addressed themselves
to him. After this he lay down on his bed, which was a hurdle of twigs
pleated together, and received the last sacraments. From that moment
he entertained himself with God alone till his soul went to possess him
in his glory. His death happened on the I9th of May 1303, in the
fiftieth year of his age. The greatest part of his relics are kept in the
cathedral of Treguier. Charles of Blois, Duke of Brittany, placed a
portion in the Church of our Lady at Lamballe, capital of his county
(now the duchy) of Penthievre. From another portion given to the
Abbey of our Saviour, of the Cistercian Order, small distributions have
been made to St Peter's at Louvain, to Mechlin, Gant, and other places.
The Duke of Brittany, John of Montfort (competitor with Charles of
Blois for that duchy, which after his death was carried by his valiant
widow and enjoyed by his son), went to Rome to solicit his canonization,
declared that under a distemper, being given over by physicians, he was
restored to his health by imploring St Yvo's intercession. Many other
miracles were proved before the commissaries of John XXII in 1330,
and St Yvo was canonized by Clement VI in 1347. His festival is
celebrated in the several dioceses in Brittany, and his name occurs in the
Roman Martyrology on the igth of May. The university of Nantes
puts itself under the special protection of his patronage. The Bretons
founded a collegiate church in his honour at Paris in 1348. The chapel
of Kirmartin, where the saint lived, which was first dedicated under the